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UNITED STATES First Faith and Order Conference Meets 


(Oberlin, Ohio) - The recognition "that God wills unity for his Church has brought 
the matching acknowledgement that present relations of churches do not manifest 
that unity", the Rt. Rev. Angus Dun, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Washington, 
D.C., said in the opening address of the week-long North American Conference on 
'The Nature of the Unity We Seek", 


In his keynote speech before 500 delegates and visitors, Bishop Dun said, "We 
are here to discuss our deepest bonds of unity and our honest differences in a 
spirit of frank Christian conference, Not to evade real differences is as important 
as to avoid the spirit and method of controversy." 


The cenference, in session from September 3 to 10, involved 34 major U.S. 
Protestant and Orthodox churches and five Canadian churches and represents a new 
approach to problems of Christian unity, Bishop Dun, conference chairman, said. 
There have been important world conferences of the Faith and Order movement which 
have sought "to draw together in brotherly conversation the world-wide Christian 
community within the limitations set by its doctrinal basis", he said, adding that 
the present conference is not to surrender the world-wide perspective but to re- 
cogaise that churches "within one great continental area, with common culture, 
language and society have common tasks and problems". Conference leaders pointed 
out that there have been many American conferences on Christian "life and work" 
but that the Oberlin meeting was the first full-scale effort of American churches 
to study the different ways in which the churches "express their faith and order 
their life". 

The conference was sponsored by the World Council of Churches, the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and the Canadian Council of 
Churches. The 289 delegates have been joined by 92 consultants, including 13 from 
overseas, 39 observers, and 70 visitors and staff members, Among the observers are 
representatives of eight churches which do not belong to the world Council of 
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The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Churches ~ Advent Christian Church, Assemblies of God, Church of God, Churches 
of God in North America, Evangelical Mission Covenant Church of America, General 
Conference Mennonite Church, Lutheran-Church-llissouri Synod, and Schwenkfelder 
Church, (The Schwenkfelder Church, with about 2,400 members, springs from a 
migration into Pennsylvania in 1734 by followers of a Reformation leader, Kaspar 


von Schwenkfeld. ) E.P.S., Geneva 
SOUTH APRICA butch Reformed Council Discusses Interracial Contacts 


At its annual meeting on August 27-28, the Federal Missionary Council of 
the Dutch Reformed Churches discussed the creation of more opportunities for 
white and negro Christians to wcrship together on occasion, and considered 
measures that would bring about closer contact between the races on church 
matters, The matter was referred to the executive committee for more definite 
gui dance, 


At the same time, the council decided to send its secretary, the Rev. WA. 
Malherbe, and a Negro minister, the Rev. Thomas Mahlango, to the meeting-in 
Ghana in December of the Intemational Missionary Council and to the All-Africa 
Churches Conference in Nigeria in January. 


Dr. G.beA. Gerdener, head of a Dutch Reformed Church seminary at Stellen- 
bosch, has presented a recommendation of a church commission on non-Kuropean 
affairs that "spontaneous contact between white and non-white, particularly in 
the religious field, should be encouraged in every possible way". 

HePede, Geneva 


COLOMBTA Roman Catholic Bishops Deny Persecution 


ee re e+ 


Roman Catholic Church authorities in Colombia have dedared that they "re- 
cognise the right of non-Catholic Christians" in that country "freely to practise 
their own religion" and pledged that the "Catholic authorities in Colombia... 
shall never order, encourage or approve any act of violence against our non- 
Catholic brethren". 


The statement was made by the Secretariat for the Defense of the Faith, an 
agency of the Colombian Catholic bishops, and released in the United States by 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference, which said it came in the "wake of 

he meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at New 
Haven, Conn,'' At its meeting last month, the Central Committee authorised "a 
study of religious liberty in Roman Catholic and other lands" (gee EPS No. 30)% 
During the discussion of the study, Methodist Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of 
Argentina, a WCC president, charged that in Colombia and Spain there was a 
systematic persecution of Protestant churches. 


The secretariat conceded that "in various places, ways and occasions 
Protestants in Colombia have suffered violence inflicted by Colombia Catholics", 
but it denied charges of "Catholic persecution of Protestants in Colombial. 


The Rev. Eduardo Ospina,S.J., vice-president of the secretariat, who 
signed the statement, said that religious differences are only an incidental 
factor when violence flares. He said "political factors were a major cause 
because Protestants in Colombia have generally aligned themselves with anti- 
clerical liberals and some have joined the guerillas in the provinces warring 
against the conservative government", 


se 


fi ade Way's 


ale 


and 
SMe 
her Cae aeons Wy ap 


€] 


yah 


eal 
No. 34 = September 13th, 1957 -3- 284 


In his statement on behalf of the Colombian secretariat, Father Ospina added: 


"The Catholics of Colombia in general and in particular the Catholic hierarchy 
of Colombia and the priests love all non-Catholic Christians of any country or 
denomination and consider them as brothers in Christ, though separated from us 
by doctrines which we believe they profess in good faith," "But", he continued, 
some of the "proselytising Protestant sects in Colombia mock the most cherished 
dogmas of Catholics, such as belief in the Holy Eucharist and veneration of the 
most holy Mother of God. Since the people of Colombia are Catholic and, generally, 
love their religion fervently, they would easily react in the impetuous and 
rough manner-of labourers and peasants, There come into play at such times clubs, 
stones, home-made bombs, etc, But rarely is there shooting or serious injury." 

i.PeSe, Geneva 


INDTA Opposition Grows against Communist Hducation Bill 


(Trivandrum) ~ Opposition is growing-in the Indian state of Kerala against the 
education bill sponsored by the five~month-old Communist government (see EPS No, 


33). 


Thousands of persons from all over the state joined in a parade and rally 
in Trivandrum to protest against the bill, which Christian leaders say aims to 
liquidate private schools and impose a Communistic pattern of education on the 
state, The marchers, all wearing black badges to symbolise their protest, met in 
a park after their hour-long parade, heard speakers denounce the bill, and 
adopted resolutions demanding that it be withdrawn, 


Similar demonstrations have been held in other cities; In Trichur 400 
students protested against the bill and were joined by out-of-town participants, 


Barlier, the government announced that it would modify certain provisions 
of the bill, and an official statement said that properties of schools attached 
to places of worship or coupled with religious interests would be exempted from 
the bill's provisions, The government also promised that in taking over other 
schools it would see that religious interests were not thwarted, 


Meanwhile, a Roman Catholic priest has announced plans to organise 2,000 
youth units in the state "to save our country and culture from Communist influence", 
At the same time, Christian farmers of Kuttanad, Kerala's richest rice=producing 
area, were reported to have decided to keep their paddy lands fallow as a protest 
against an alleged increase in lawlessness in the state since the Communist 


government was elected last April. HePeOe, Geneva 
UNITED SPATES : Pastors Support Integration 


(Nashville, Tennessee) - Integration in public schools, beginning in the first 
grades of Nashville public schools this summer, has the support of the city's - 
Protestant ministers. In Sunday sermons just before schools opened, the clergy- 
men urged their parishioners to accept school desegregation in a "Christian 
spirit! and believe in the concept of the brotherhood of man. 


The ministers had been asked to preach on integration by the Nashville 
Association of Churches and the Nashville liinisters! Association. Most of the 
clergymen asked church members to support the school board's desegregation 
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programme and to avoid violence in carrying it out. Others spoke favourably of 
integration in general terms and urged their congregations to "obey the law of 
the land!, 


Under Nashville's programme, based on a recently enacted state law, parents 
can send their children to any city school, whether it is segregated or integrated. 


The programme provides for gradual integration, #.P.S., Geneva 
AUSTRALIA Synod Approves dJointly-Owned Churches 


The Anglican synod of Perth, Western Australia, has unanimously approved a 
plan for the building of churches in rural areas in the diocese for use by 
several denominations, 


The plan provides for the setting up of trusts to administer the buildings 
in the districts trying out the scheme, Fifty per cent of the members of the - 
trusts must be communicant Anglicans and the trusts must be recognised and in~ 
corporated in law by the state of Western Australia, Only churches in member- 
ship with the world Council of Churches may be represented, and the decision of 
the synod says that there must be "adequate provision for the dissolution of 
the trust should the need arise". 


The plan will be subject to the consent of local rectors of the Anglican 
Church and ministers of the other cooperating local churches, 


Jorship in the buildings will be in the separate rites of the churches co- 
operating and at different hours, except that Anglican clearance may be given 
for joint interdenominational worship "for some unusual occasion". 


The plan was put before the Perth synod by the Rev, J.P. Stevenson of 
Wongan Hills, who has been prominent in his own parish in promoting four pioneer 
schemes along the same lines (see EPS No. 47, 1956). H.P.S., Geneva 


Paul Guinness Leaves "World Communiqué" Editorship 


Paul Guinness, for eleven years editor of "orld Communiqué", publication 
of the World Alliance of YMCAs, has resigned to devote full-time to a project 
looking toward the holding of one or more world conferences of leaders of various 
nations and faiths to consider the theme, "World Order and the Kingdom of God", 
Douglas Deane, one of the secretaries of the World Alliance, has been named 
acting editor of the magazine. 


The September/October issue of "World Communiqué" continues a series of 
regional studies, with South America as the main subject. In the same issue 
attention is given to the report of the Commission on Relationships which was 
presented at the YMCA World Council meeting this summer, It is temed a "most 
useful analysis of the situation today within the churches and lay movements 
such as the YMCA", The situation "often leads to confusion and occasionally to 
tension", and further study is called for both "nationally and locally, by YMCAs 
in cooperation with leaders of churches, Y/CAs and others", the commission said, 
At this summer's meeting, the commission also recorded some basic convictions 
regarding the nature of the Church, the meaning of evangelism and some of the - 
special characteristics of the YMCA, National Movements have been asked to re-~ 
examine their own activities and methods of leadership-training in the light of 
the ideas expressed in the report, E.P.Se, Geneva 
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Copies of the Ndau Bible, the first edition in that language, have arrived 
in Mozambique and in Rhodesia, The Rev. M.iW. Booth, British and Foreign Bible 
Society secretary in Rhodesia, reports that several hundred copies were sold at 
Rusitu at special thanksgiving services. Ten thousand copies of the New Testament 
and Psalms have also been printed. 
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The Rt. Rev. F. Donald Coggan, Bishop of Bradford, has just completed a 
tour of Latin American countries, following his appointment as president of the 
United Bible Societies at the Council meeting in Brazil in July (see EPS No, 29). 
Back in England he declared himself impressed with the size and vitality of the 
Protestant churches in South America and the opportunities which lie before the 
Bible Societies. "The door is wide open", he said, 
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The Church of England Zenana Missionary Society was formally merged with 
the Church Missionary Society on September 3, The CHZMS, an organisation of 
church women to work among women in purdah, was begun in 1880, lirs. R. Madocks, 
chairman of the CEHZMS executive committee for 20 years, proposed the formal 
merger resolution and added that it was inflation "that has pin-pointed the 
fact that we cannot carry on". 
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Dr. Frank ‘loods, Anglican Bishop of Middleton, England, and chaplain to 
Queen Elizabeth II, has been elected Archvishop of Melbourne (Australia), 
succeeding Archbishop Joseph John Booth, who retired last year. The archbishop 
elect, whose father Bishop Edward vcoods was active in the Faith and Order 
movement, will be enthroned in November. 
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Racial segregation was criticised as "un-Christian in all forms" by the 
National Conference of Methodist Youth at its annual meeting in Denver, Colorado, 
last month. The youth leaders called for an end to segregation and discrimina= 
tion in schools, industry, housing and churches, and voted to set up an inter= 
racial work camp at the Fellowship of Southern Churchmen Centre near Black 
Mountain, North Carolina, during the summer of 1958. 
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Dr. Joseph Simonson, US ambassador to Ethiopia from 1953 to June, 1957, 
will become pastor of Concordia Lutheran church in Superior, Wisconsin. 
HeP.Oc, Geneve, 


